Name





Cycle 2



Seeds of Change





Horses


No horses in Americas until Spanish 


Used extensively by Spanish conquistadors in warfare


Plains Indians integrated horses into their way of life.


Cowboys and cattle ranching.





Disease


New diseases infect Native Americans.  


Small pox kills 50%-90% of Native tribes.


Europeans easily defeat Native peoples.





Corn


Indigenous to the Americas, very important to native people. Introduced to Europe via Portugal/Italy…


Used, mostly as animal feed for Europeans ( population growth throughout Europe.





Potatoes


First cultivated in South America


So easy to grow that everyone in Europe grew dependent on it (staple food and population growth);


Potato famine in Ireland caused 100,000+ to starve, and thousands to emigrate to United States.





Sugar


Introduced by Moors from N. Africa to Spain and from Columbus in 2nd voyage to the Caribbean and Sugar plantation was begun


Indians were poor slaves and so slaves were imported from Africa (≈ 10 million Africans were enslaved in Americas)


Helped capitalize sea travel and exploration and supported complementary industries such as tea, coffee, chocolate, rum, and molasses.


(Triangle trade)





Other Seeds





Latitude








