Name


Cycle 2


EXPLORATION - Social World Study Guide

Quote:  A towel, it says, is about the most massively useful thing an interstellar hitchhiker (explorer) can have.  You can wrap it around you for warmth as you bound across the cold moons of Jaglan Beta; you can lie on it on the brilliant marble-sanded beaches of Santraginus V, inhaling the beady sea vapors; you can sleep under it beneath the stars which shine so redly on the desert world of Kakrafoon; ....”
Douglas Adams

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy

Overview


Exploration is a way to learn about the world.  Throughout history, people have had an insatiable appetite for knowledge and adventure.  Explorers changed the way people thought about the world, challenging the basic ideas about it.


There have also been more specific reasons for explorations, like the competition for food that forced people in all directions, in search of new places to live. Trades and religion have always played an important part in the exploration. There were some explorers just with the desire to see new places or lead scientific expeditions, who set out to learn as much as possible about the new lands.

Our continent of North America has been profoundly affected by exploration.  Most people believe that the first explorer to reach the Western Hemisphere (the North and South Americas) was Christopher Columbus in 1492.  Others believe that Leif Ericsson, a Viking, landed in eastern Canada around the year 1000.  Actually, the first explorers to set foot in North America were likely a wandering tribe of hunters who followed game into present-day Alaska from present-day Siberia during an ice age about 20,000 years ago.  These hunters probably had no idea that they were embarking upon a colossal exploration.  Their ancestors continued moving south over the next several millennia and eventually humans populated the Western Hemisphere from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego.

Exploration continues in the present day.  Just 35 years ago human explorers investigated a new land when the Apollo 11’s lunar module, the “Eagle”, landed on the Earth’s moon and man walked on the surface.  The knowledge gained from this and many other journeys have given humans new and expanded insights.

_____1. (5%) Read the overview, vocabulary words, and complete the etymology with your color group. Vocabulary words: Navigator, circumnavigate, conquistador, viceroy, line of demarcation, armada, hemisphere, mutiny, terra incognito, scurvy, discovery, missionary, reformation, merchant.

_____2. Personal Project: Choose one explorer, learn about their life and exploration. Write a two minute speech describing the life and adventures of this explorer but in first person (become the explorer).  Present your speech to your color group.

_____3. (5%) Socratic Discussion:  “Into the Unknown”.

_____4. (10%) Advanced Work: Research why some cultural groups been assimilated through exploration and settlement by an outside group, while others have not? For example, the English exploration of North America and the Spanish exploration of Central and South America and the affects on native populations. Choose one cultural group and attempt to discover themes that you think encourage a group to remain cohesive, and themes that lead to assimilation. 

Guiding Question 1: What are the factors that lead people to explore and who contributed to the exploration of North America?

_____5. (5%) Participate in the lesson on the Seeds of Change and North American Exploration.  Record information on the graphic organizer.

_____6. (5%)  IW Read and take notes on Chapter 2 in the book Seed of Change. Add information to the graphic organizer.

_____7. (15%) Complete a) and two other activities with your small group to answer the guiding 

question.

a. (5%) Research one of the five seeds of change.  Create a large icon for each of the five seeds.  The icon should fit on an 8 1/2 by 11 piece of card stock.  Around the edge of the icon write facts explaining why that item was a seed of change.

b. (5%) Research Spain’s exploration of North America. Create a mural; make sure to include explorers, maps, routes, and the reason for exploration.

c. (5%) Research England’s exploration of North America. Create a mural; make sure to include explorers, maps, routes, and the reason for exploration.

d. (5%) Research Netherlands’ (Vikings) exploration of North America. Create a mural; make sure to include explorers, maps, routes, and the reason for exploration.

e. (5%) Research France’s exploration of North America. Create a mural; make sure to include explorers, maps, routes, and the reason for exploration.

_____8.  (5%) Reflect on the answer to this question in the form of an advertisement.  Create a one-page ad that could have been used to persuade people to explore North America.  Update the group presentation information on the graphic organizer.
Guiding Question 2: What is the history and future of exploration of other continents, the ocean, and space?
_____9. (5%) Participate in the lesson on current exploration and watch the Cosmic Voyage video. 

Record the information on the graphic organizer.

_____10. (5%) IW Read and take notes on “Pioneering the Future.” Add information to the graphic 

organizer.

_____11.(15%)Complete a) and two other activities with your group to answer the guiding question.

a. (5%) Complete the computer simulation game Colonization.

b. (5%) Research exploration into China.  Make cards for all the dates on the timeline with information on one side and an image on the other.

c. (5%) Research exploration into India. Make cards for all the dates on the timeline with information on one side and an image on the other.

d. (5%) Research exploration into Africa. Make cards for all the dates on the timeline with information on one side and an image on the other.

e. (5%) Research exploration into the Polar Regions. Make cards for all the dates on the timeline with information on one side and an image on the other.

f. (5%) Research exploration into Australia. Make cards for all the dates on the timeline with information on one side and an image on the other.

g. (5%) Research exploration into South America. Make cards for all the dates on the timeline with information on one side and an image on the other.

h. (5%) Research exploration into space. Make cards for the significant dates with information on one side and an image on the other.

i. (5%) Research exploration into the ocean Make cards for the significant dates with information on one side and an image on the other.

_____12. (5%) Record and update the information on an individual timeline.

How do I put it all together?

_____13. (5%) Project:  Create a cartoon strip or power point presentation on exploration past, present, and future.  Include historical figures and accurate information.  Create a rubric in your  color group to assess your group’s presentation.

_____14. (5%) Take the vocabulary test.  You must show mastery at 90% to be complete.

_____15. (5%) Complete the self and group assessment individually and then discuss it with your small group.  

_____16. (5%) Test Review and update both graphic organizers.  Organize and compile all your work together.
_____17. (10%) Theme test.  You must show mastery at 90% to be complete.
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